INTERVIEW WITH LOUIS AND FLORENCE LIEBERMAN 


This interview took place in Powell, Wyoming on April 9, 

1988. 

Louis' father was Abe and his mother was Ida Tilly. Abe 
stood 4'10" and died in 1953. Abe immigrated from Russia, but 
Louis did not know when or why. Abe went to Philadelphia and 
operated his sister's business when she became ill. He later 
acquired rheumatism and arthritis. Upon the recommendations of a 
doctor, he came west and settled in Boulder, Colorado. Abe came 
to this area from Boulder to collect on a debt due from a man in 
Cowley. The man was unable to pay him in cash, so Abe took his 
farm for payment. Abe became a hide and fur buyer in Powell. In 
his wagon he also carried cases of apples and oranges which he 
handed out freely to the children. The family consisted of two 
brothers besides Louis, one who died in Boulder and the other in 
Cowley. Abe became a popular figure in the community. Today 
some people still call Louis by his father's name. 

At the time of Abe's appearance there were a couple of other 
Jews here: Ben Margolis of Lovell; Sam Rosen, whose occupation is 
unknown; and man by the name of Rosenberg who was in the hardware 
business. This was around the 1930s. 

On their Jewish background, they said that Abe and Ida 
followed their religion in the home and sometimes went to 
Billings for services. Today Louis and Florence are affiliated 
with the temple in Billings. Sometime back they met a couple in 
Cody and together they all would go to Billings. 

In Powell, Louis and Florence are avid community members. 
Louis was a farmer and has worked for the post office for the 
past 22 years. He is a member of the American Legion. Florence 
is active in the senior citizens' organisation, business and 
professional women's organization and the American Legion 
Auxiliary. On being Jewish in Powell, she said, "It's really 
hard. You can't really establish anything [a religious 
community or center]." 

Florence was born in Chicago. Abe Lieberman often went to 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, for his rheumatism, and while thep£ met 
relatives of Florence. The two heads of family quickly became 
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friends. Florence's relatives later invited Louis to Chicago and 
he went. The family talked her into showing him around. She 
admitted that at the time, she didn't know where Wyoming was. 

Later she made a visit to Powell. She took the railroad to 
Billings and then to Deckers. When she finally got off the train 
she found the surroundings to be flat. Until Louis sss? im&t her, 
she felt very much alone in a solitary place. 
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